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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the 
application. 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-27 (canceled) 


28. (Currently amended) An absorbent article adapted to fit 

about a waist of a wearer, including a rear waist of the wearer, the ab^rbent article 
having a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, the absorbent article further 
comprising: 

front and rear waist sections with at least p[ first portion of the rear waist 
section formed of a stretchable material, 

an intermediate section which h^udes an absorbent portion and which 
intermediate section interconnects the^/^rit/lnd rear waist sections, and 

a gasketing assembly including at least one gasket element having a face 
portion , at least one base portion employable toward the rear wais t of the wearer and 
at least one thrust portion , the ^gasketing assembly fu rt he r at least one thrust portion 
including at least one discfete compression resistant membe r, the at least one thrust 
portion effective to deploy the gasket element face portion toward the rear waist of 
the wearer, the gaskbting assembly operatively joined with the stretchable material of 
the first portion 6f the rear waist section to mechanically deploy the at least one gasket 
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element upon tensioning of the stretchable material to fill a volume occurring between 
the rear waist section of the absorbent article and the rear waist of the wearei/ the at 
least one gasket element configured upon deployment to inhibit a longitudinal flow 
of human discharge along a body faceable bodyfacing surface of the absorbent article. 

29. (Previously added) The absorbent articled f claim 28 having a 
longitudinal centerline wherein the at least one gasket element is centered about the 
longitudinal centerline. / 

30. (Previously added) The absorbent article of claim 28 wherein, 
upon deployment of the at least one gasket element, the gasket element face portion 
deploys adjacent the rear waist of the wearer. 

31. (Canceled) / 

32. (Currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 28 
wherein the compression resistant member is encased within a soft an inner covering. 
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33 . (Previously added) The absorbent article of claim 28 comprising 
at least a pair of opposed thrust portions effective to deploy the gasket element ^ce 
portion toward the rear waist of the wearer. 

34. (Currently amended) The absorbent artiofe of claim 33 
wherein each of the pair of opposed thrust portions comprises a di^6rete compression 
resistant member. 

35. (Currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 34 
wherein the compression resistant member of eacK of the pair of opposed thrust 
portions is encased within a soft an inner coveting. 


36. (Previously added) /The absorbent article of claim 28 wherein 
a first longitudinal edge of the at least/one gasket element is joined at the rear waist 
section of the absorbent article to form a closed rear waist end portion. 


37. (Previously added) The absorbent article of claim 36 wherein 
the gasketing assembly is effective to form a containment volume effective to contain 
human discharge therewithin. 
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38. (Previously added) The absorbent article of claim 37 whereir 
the gasketing assembly is effective to contain human discharge spaced apartyfrom 
contact with a body of the wearer. 

39. (Previously added) The absorbent article ofxlaim 28 wherein 
the gasketing assembly comprises a plurality of gasket elements. 

40. (Previously added) The absorbent article of claim 28 
additionally comprising a bodyside liner deploj^ble by action of the gasketing 
assembly toward the rear waist of the wearer. 

41. (Previously addedfi/ JPfie absorbent article of claim 40 wherein 
the gasketing assembly comprises a izflurality of gasket elements. 


42. (Previously added) The absorbent article of claim 28 wherein 
the at least one gasket element is formed at least in part by a bodyside liner and 
wherein the gasketing assembly comprises a pair of thrust portions each having a first 
terminal end connected to a face of the bodyside liner. 
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43. (Currently amended) The absorbent artiple of claim 28 
wherein the at least one gasket element is formed at least in parf by a bodyside liner 
and the gasketing assembly comprises a pair of leg member thrust portions, each teg 
membe r thrust portion having first and seco j ^d?t^fiinal ends with the first terminal 
end of each leg member thrust portion connected to/a face of the bodyside liner and 
the second terminal end of each leg ni^ i i^e fihrust portion connected to the first 
portion of the rear waist section formed of a stretchable material. 

44. (Canceled) 

45. (Currently amended) In a disposable absorbent article 
which defines a longitudinal direction with a longitudinal cejarerline and a lateral 
direction and which absorbent article includes a waist sp<5tion having a stretchable 
waist material adapted to fit about a waist of a wear^the wearer having a rear waist 
and a lower back, the improvement comprisirj^: 

a gasketing assembly fnclfotfng^at least one gasket element, the gasket 
element comprising a face portion, ,fff least>one base portion and at least one thrust 
portion, the at least one thm^^4it5n comprising at least one discrete compression 
resistant member, the gasketing assembly operatively joined with the stretchable waist 
material about the longitudinal centerline of the absorbent article to deploy the at least 
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one gasket element against the lower back of the wearer when the stretchable wmst 
material is in a stretched condition to fill a volume occurring betweep^me waist 
section of the absorbent article and the rear waist of the wearer and to form a 
containment volume, the deployed at least one gasket element being effective to 
inhibit flow of matter between the rear waist of the wearer and the waist material of 
the absorbent article. 

46. (Currently amended^^ The disposable absorbent article of 
claim 45 wherein the at least one gasket element comprises a face portion and at least 
a pair of opposed thrust portions effec t ive to deploy the face portion toward t he wais t 
of t he wearer . 

47. (Canceled) 

48. (Previously added) The disposable absorbent article of claim 
45 wherein the gasketing assembly comprises a plurality of gasket elements. 

49. (Previously added) Tli^i^losable absorbent article of claim 
45 additionally comprising a bodyside x tmei>deployable by action of the gasketing 
assembly toward the waist of the wearer. 
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50. (Previously added) The absorbent article of claim 49 wherg 
the gasketing assembly comprises a plurality of gasket elements. 

5 1 . (Previously added) The absorbent article^r claim 45 wherein 
the at least one gasket element is formed at least in part/by a bodyside liner and 
wherein the gasketing assembly comprises a pair of thnist portions each having a first 
terminal end connected to a face of the bodysideyliner. 

52. (Currently amende^ ) The absorbent article of claim 45 
wherein the at least one gasket elemmt informed at least in part by a bodyside liner 
and the gasketing assembly comffrises a pair of leg members thrust portions , each leg 
membe r thrust portion having first and second terminal ends with the first terminal 
end of each leg membe iyfhrust portion connected to a face of the bodyside liner and 
the second terminal end of each leg member thrust portion connected to the 
stretchable waist/material. 


53. (Canceled) 
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54. (Currently amended) In an absorbent article adapted to fit 
about a waist of a wearer, including a rear waist of the wearer, the absorbent article 
having a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction and which absoAent article 
includes a front waist section, a stretchable rear waist section, and acn intermediate 
section which interconnects the front and rear waist sections and/which intermediate 
section includes an absorbent portion, a method comprising/ 

tensioning the stretchable rear waist sectionao deploy at least one gasket 
element to fill a volume occurring between the reaf waist section of the absorbent 
article and the rear waist of the wearer and/thereby inhibit a longitudinal flow of 
human discharge along a body faceable bofllyrafting surface of the absorbent article* 
th e a t lea s t one gasket element comprisins&face p ortion, at least one base p ortion and 
at least one thrust portion, the at least one thrust portion comprising at least one 
discrete compression resistant member . 

55. (Pre vicfusly added) The method of claim 54 wherein the 
absorbent article has a longitudinal centerline and wherein the gasket element is 
centered about the longitudinal centerline. 

56/ (Canceled) 
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57. (Previously added) The method of claim 54 wherem upon 
deployment of the gasket element, a containment volume effective to c<5ntain human 
discharge therewithin and spaced apart from contact with a b9dy of the wearer is 
formed. 

58. (Previously added) The mefnod of claim 54 wherein the 
absorbent article also includes a bodyside liner wherein deployment of the gasket 
element directs the bodyside liner towardohe waist of the wearer. 


59. (Previously /abided) The method of claim 54 wherein the 
tensioning of the stretchable/ear waist section effects deployment of a plurality of 
gasket elements for inhibiting a longitudinal flow of human discharge along a body 
faceable surface of the/absorbent article. 
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